Both presidents floated the idea during the election but Clinton failed to translate promise into success. Unable to garner adequate support from his party, the military establishment, or the public, he failed as both a national leader and as a party leader. He broke a promise to the American people and his party. Rather than lift the ban as promised, Clinton delivered the compromise measure, "Don't Ask, Don't Tell." Seventeen years later, the moment was right for Obama to take up the issue again. Obama and his administration learned from the Clinton administration's mistakes. A shift in public mood made Obama's efforts easier, but Copeland and Farrar-Myers present a persuasive case that it was his leadership decisions that carried the day.
This book is replete with well-conceived essays that would be a welcomed addition to any undergraduate or graduate political science or political history course. Azari, Brown, and Nwokora provide a balance between "classic and contemporary" examples, i.e. contemporary presidents facing classic dilemmas (p. 215). The authors in this compilation, build on canon favorites such as Richard Neustadt's Presidential Power and Modern Presidents (1991) and Stephen Skowronek's The Politics Presidents Make (1993) in a way that smoothly continues the ever important discussion of presidential power, presidential decision making, and of course, presidential leadership.
